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only in the original writings of the original author. Aside 
from this inescapable limitation, the text does give great 
assistanceto those who approach these difficult methods for 
the first t ime. In many instances, it would have been of 
greater assistance to the new-comer to have had the methods 
described as a single complete exposition, relegating alterna
tive procedures and variants of technique to discursive sec
tions at the end of the method. Of the three major tech
niques discussed, the section on paper chromatography ap
pears to be the most authoritative, tha t on ion-exchange 
chromatography the least, but all three sections encompass 
much useful detail in well condensed form. 

3. The second objective appears to be very ably accom
plished in 97 pages of tabulated material provided with table 
of contents and concluded with 12 summary tables. Com
parison of the figures in these tables with those published 
originally in the "Amino Acid Composition of Protein and 
Foods" by Block and Boiling (Thomas, Springfield, 111., 
1951, 2nd ed.) shows that the tables in the publication un
der review have been revised and greatly expanded. All 
data have been calculated as grams of amino acid per 16 
grams of nitrogen, a feature which is helpful for comparative 
purposes, but which has not been accepted as standard prac
tice. This section should prove useful for quick reference 
and comparative purposes. 

In summary, this text is to be recommended, and with the 
minor limitations noted above, should fulfill the general aims 
and objectives of the authors. 
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Synthetic Methods of Organic Chemistry. Vol. 11. By 
W. THEILHEIMER. Interscience Publishers, Inc., 250 
Fifth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y. 1957. xvi -f- 494 pp. 
16 X 23.5 cm. Price, $20.00. 

The purpose of the series is to make available to the 
chemist brief abstracts of new synthetic methods, or applica
tion of older procedures to new problems. Yields and 
brief experimental details are given with the references, 
enabling the reader to evaluate a contemplated procedure 
before consulting original literature. 

As in preceding volumes, a section "Trends in Synthetic 
Organic Chemistry" precedes the body of the book, and is 
intended to summarize such important synthetic advances 
as were published between the literature closing date and 
delivery of the manuscript to the printer. 

The organization of the series and other aspects have been 
extensively discussed by various reviewers including the 
present writer ( T H I S JOURNAL (1946) and following years). 
In addition to a unique system of classification, readers 
will find an excellent subject index along conventional lines. 

The series has become a well-established and much appreci
ated library tool, and the new volume will be welcomed by 
all who have benefited from the use of the work. 
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